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It was 1987 when
Habitat for Humanity
of Dane County was
formed as an outreach
mission of St. John’s
Lutheran Church in
Oregon and Holy
Mother of Consolation

Church in Brooklyn. A year later, Jim and Mary Howe moved
into the first house built by Habitat for Humanity - in Brooklyn.
Jump ahead 20 years and today, thousands of volunteers have
put in thousands of hours to build a total of 113 homes for
many deserving families in Dane County. What’s amazing is
that of those 113 homeowners, 106 of them still live in their
Habitat homes today.
To celebrate the accomplishments of the past 20 years,
HFHDC will hold three special events geared toward the
families, volunteers and our contributors. A gala event will 
be held Thursday, Sept. 27. A volunteer appreciation event
will be held Sunday, Aug. 12. The family event is in the
planning phases and will be held in the summer or fall.
During this yearly celebration, we plan to delight in the joys
of today, the memories of yesterday and the hopes of
tomorrow. Join us as we take a look down memory lane with
our HFHDC timeline.

–Habitat for Humanity of Dane County formed by St. John’s Lutheran
Church, Oregon and Holy Mother of Consolation Church, Brooklyn.

–Jim and Mary Howe move into the first house built by Habitat for
Humanity – Brooklyn.

–HFHDC officers elected are: William Schweers (interim president);
Bernie Treichel (vice president); Mark Brylski (secretary); and 
Phil Brown (past-interim president).

–Habitat for Humanity of Brooklyn/Oregon becomes Habitat for
Humanity of Dane County as Rudy and Shavay Barlow and their five
children move into the first home built in Madison on Ridgewood Way.

–Neighbors oppose a proposed three-home HFHDC project located
near Koster and Sundstrom streets. Neighbors complain about the density
of the three homes. Two homes were completed later that year; and the 
UW-Madison chapter formed. 

–Mary Ann Reid moves into the 10th HFHDC project—a duplex
condominium on Fisher Street in Madison.

–HFHDC purchases nine apartment buildings and begins a 2-year
rehabilitation project on Eric Circle, now Harmony Park, on Madison’s
south side. Eight apartment buildings are converted into condominiums.
The site of the ninth building was converted to a playground; and HFHDC
completes its first project in Stoughton.

–The median price of a single-family home in Dane County was
$127,500 with a monthly payment on a 30-year conventional loan being
$910. HFHDC homes were sold for about $57,000, with monthly payment
approximately $500.

The UW-Madison Chapter holds it first-ever Souper Bowl fundraiser. 
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HFHDC: Celebrating 20 YearsÑWe Help Build It!

Marzo Bliss
(photo courtesy of
InBusiness Magazine)

Congratulations to Marzo Bliss, a 2007 Real Hero
Long-time Habitat for Humanity of Dane County volunteer Marzo Blisshas been honored as
a 2007 Real Hero by the American Red Cross.
Bliss received the Hero of a Lifetimeaward at the 10th Annual Awards dinner on March 1 at the
Monona Terrace Convention Center. In describing Marzo, Executive Director Brian Miller said
that, “He has been a stalwart volunteer who has helped to build every one of Habitat’s 113
homes in Dane County and inspired many others to become regular volunteers.”
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HFHDC: Celebrating 20 YearsÑWe Help Build It! (Continued)

–25th HFHDC project completed on Eric Circle, a condo/rehab
and rent-to-own project. Bill Wineke gives keynote address at 10th
anniversary party at UW Memorial Union.

–Congressman Scott Klug works on The House that Congress
Built, an effort to build a house for a deserving family in every
Congressional district.

–HFHDC President Bill Arnold presides over a dedication for 
a new playground at Harmony Park donated by Madison Junior
Woman’s Club.

–First HFHDC home completed in Sun Prairie for the Garcia
Family; HFHDC completes 50th home; and first Women’s Build home is
completed for the Bowan Family on Camus Lane in Madison.

–NBC’s Today Show airs a
five-minute segment on HFHDC’s
Harmony Park. Ron Konkol,
president of HFHDC, called the
national media exposure, “a 
once in a lifetime opportunity for
us to tell our story to such a 
large audience.”

–HFHDC holds house blessing for 60th home; first HFHDC home
to be built in Mt. Horeb; the U.S. Conference of Mayors holds annual
meeting in Madison and the group builds a HFHDC home. 

–HFHDC’s largest project, the Twin Oaks subdivision, is
announced; and Brian Miller hired as HFHDC executive director.

–Construction begins on the first of 50 homes to be built in the
Twin Oaks subdivision; and Seven-Day Blitz Build held at Twin Oaks. 

–HFHDC kicks off $3.5 million fundraising campaign with
"Double the Homes, Double the Hope." The effort will help build 60
new homes; and the 100th HFHDC home is completed

–UW-Madison Chapter begins work on its sixth student-built
house; SouperBowl X raises $25,000 with UW Credit Union support;
Brad and Julie Mau of Monticello become the first Habitat family to
pay off their mortgage payment; Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
announces $416,000 donation; and construction starts on the fifth
Women’s Build home for the Solis Family.

–HFHDC celebrates its 20th anniversary2007
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HFHDC begins construction of the first of 50 homes in the Twin Oaks
Subdivision in 2004. This kick off will provide affordable housing for 
many deserving families in Dane County.

Letter from the director:
Greetings! Welcome to 2007Ña year that will 
be very special for us at Habitat for Humanity 
of Dane County. Throughout the year, we will 
invite you to join us in celebrating our 
20th Anniversary.

Twenty years of working together to build homes 
for GodÕs people in need; 20 years of celebrations,
fundraising and fun working together on Habitat worksites; and 20
years of challenging the status quo in our society which idealizes
bigger and fancier housing and which often leaves behind the
working poor in inadequate and dangerous housing situations.

You helped build it! And we have a lot more to do, together.

Throughout 2007, we will remember those who have given their
time and treasure to make HFHDC a stable, strong housing
developer in Dane County. We will celebrate together this milestone
through at least four significant ÒbirthdayÓ events:

¥ Home-In-One Golf OutingÑMonday, June 4

¥ Volunteer Appreciation CelebrationÑSunday, Aug. 12

¥ Habitat Partner Family ReunionÑSummer 2007 

¥ 20th Anniversary Celebration DinnerÑThursday, Sept. 27 

In addition to remembering the accomplishments of the past 20
years, we will continue our building program, serving more families
than ever before. In the next few weeks, we will excavate for a whole
new wave of simple, decent, affordable homes. We are busy
scheduling volunteers from churches and companies who are
sponsoring homes this spring and summer.

Looking ahead, our future is exciting. Our vision is bold and
aggressive. With the help of great corporate partners like Springs
Window Fashions and Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, we plan 
to continue to grow. In the coming year, we will further expand our
partnerships with communities of faith. We will actively work to
acquire the land needed for our continued growth beyond Twin
Oaks. We will continue to grow our ReStore, which is a national
model for fundraising and environmental stewardship. It is a bold
future, but envisioning a community where everyone has a decent
place to live demands no less.

Habitat works today and itÕs worked for 20 years. Please call 
255-1549 to share your time, treasure or talent. Without these
resources we will not be able to help those families who are
desperately waiting for a chance to own their own home.

In partnership,

Brian Miller
Executive Director
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The following home sponsors have
combined with other corporations to
make a commitment to HFHDC.

Associated Bank/Epic Systems
Corp./Dave Jones Plumbing & Heating
Construction on the Associated Bank/Epic and
Dave Jones Plumbing & Heating home will
start in March in the Twin Oaks subdivision.

Associated Bank, headquartered in Green
Bay, has more than 315 banking offices in
Wisconsin, Illinois and Minnesota. They
provide a wide range of financial products for
commercial and residential customers.

Epic Systems Corporationis a healthcare
IT firm founded in 1979 and based in Verona.
Epic offers integrated healthcare software
centered on electronic medical records.

Dave Jones Plumbing & Heating is a
full-service plumbing, heating and cooling
contractor for both residential and commercial
projects. The company is based in Madison and
has a team of more than 90 professionals.

State Bank of Cross Plains/Dane
County Titlewill begin construction on the
HFHDC home this spring and is expected to be
completed by the end of the year.

The State Bank of Cross Plainshas been
bringing customers closer to their dreams for
more than 95 years. They are the largest full-
service community bank in Dane County.

Based in Madison, Dane County Title has
offices in seven other counties around Dane
County.

UW-Madison Campus Chapter/
UW Credit Unionis working on
construction of a home in the Twin Oaks
Subdivision. The home is expected to be
completed in late May.

The UW-Madison Campus Chapter of
Habitat is working on their sixth student-built
house. In October, the chapter was named the
Campus Chapter of the Year for 2005-06 by
Habitat International.

The UW-Credit Union,has 11 full-service
branches in Wisconsin. They provide on-site
financial services to members in the university
communities of Madison, Milwaukee,
Whitewater, Green Bay and Stevens Point.

Without our home sponsors, Habitat for
Humanity of Dane County could not help
families purchase affordable housing. Thank
you to our 2007 Home Sponsors.

These home sponsors have made 
the minimum $75,000 commitment 
to Habitat to build a home with a
qualified family. 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
A $416,000 donation from Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans will help five Dane County
families in 2007. Three homes will be built in
Sun Prairie, one in
Madison and one in
Oregon. Locally, this
alliance has helped
HFHDC expand its home
building capacity to 18 homes in 2007, up from
16 in 2006.

Apostles Build II Churches 
Madison area churches of a variety of
denominations are constructing a home in the
Twin Oaks Subdivision. The home will be
completed in May. The Apostles Build II 

Churches are: Bethany United Methodist;
Blackhawk Evangelical; Blessed Sacrament
Parish; Covenant Presbyterian; Door Creek;
First Presbyterian, Waunakee; First United
Methodist; Monona United Methodist;
St. Andrew Catholic Parish; and St. William
Catholic Parish.

Christ Presbyterian Church
Christ Presbyterian Church has joined
ministries with HFHDC to construct
a home this spring. Christ
Presbyterian is a community of
Christ, Gathering in Love, Growing
by Grace, and Going Forth to Serve.
The Christ Presbyterian congregation feels
strongly about making a difference in housing
issues by helping one family at a time.

First Congregational United
Church of Christ
First Congregational UCC has joined
HFHDC to sponsor a home in the
Twin Oaks subdivision. First
Congregational is seeking to help with low-
income housing in the Madison community
and to also honor long-time church member
Marzo Bliss, who is a dedicated volunteer for
HFHDC.

First Weber Group
REALTORS is Wisconsin’s
largest Real Estate Company
with more than 45 offices, 1,400
professionals and many convenient office
locations throughout the state. The home 
First Weber is sponsoring will be completed 
in late June.

The Madison Episcopal Community 
The Madison Episcopal Community is a group
of Episcopal churches that joined HFHDC to
sponsor a home in the Twin Oaks
subdivision. The home is expected
to be completed by April. The
Madison Episcopal Community
Churches are: Grace Church,
St. Andrew’s, St. Dunstan’s and St. Luke’s.

Springs Window Fashions is the leading
manufacturer of quality drapery hardware and
custom window coverings. They
operate a manufacturing plant in
Middleton. Started in the fall, the
home they have been constructing
will be completed in May.

AnonymousÐWomenÕs Build home is
expected to be completed in April.

Meet Our Current Home Sponsors
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UW-Madison Campus
Chapter Raises
$23,000 for Souper
Bowl XI
On a bitterly cold night, the 
Souper Bowl fundraiser for the 
UW-Madison Chapter of Habitat 
for Humanity of Dane County was 
a huge success and raised more than
$23,000. The funds will be used to
help build the chapter’s seventh
Habitat home which will begin
construction next fall. Thank you to
celebrity servers Dane County
Executive Kathleen Falk and
Madison Mayor Dave Cieslewicz 
for braving the cold and serving 
up some great soup. Many thanks 
to event sponsor UW-Credit Union
and West High School art teacher 

Don Hunt and the West students
who made 500 of the 2,000 bowls.

Volunteers organize before the Ôbowl rushÕ begins
for the 2007 SouperBowl.

Thank you UW Credit Union CEO Paul Kundert
and SouperBowl organizer Jennifer Morgen for
helping make SouperBowl XI a success.
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Please remember Habitat for Humanity of Dane County in your will.
If you have already prepared a legacy gift for HFHDC, we would like to acknowledge you as a member of our Legacy Society. 
Please inform us of your gift by contacting Peggy Halloran, HFHDC Development Director at 608-255-1549 ext. 106.

Habitat’s Wish List
• Carpenter pencils

• Classic Stanley #99E utility knives

• Nail aprons

• 20’ – 50’ 12 gauge extension cords

• Granola bars (for worksite volunteers)

• Tape measures – 3⁄4” wide, 16’ long

• 6” or 12” Surform drywall rasp / sanders

• 7” or 12”quick square – for measuring

• 10” miter saws

• 10” table saws
If you would like to donate any of the above
items, please contact Peggy Halloran at 
608-255-1549or phalloran@habitatdane.org.

Hearthstone 
is published quarterly by
Habitat for Humanity of
Dane County, Inc.

Design services
donated by 
Malcolm Advertising.

Habitat’s e-newsletter
Sign up for Habitat’s e-newsletter, donate
to Habitat for Humanity of Dane County
or learn more about Habitat homeowners
at www.habitatdane.org.

Help Us Keep Our 
Mailing List Current
If you are receiving duplicate 
mailings from Habitat or 
would like to update your 
mailing list, please contact 
our office at 608-255-1549or 
e-mail schiaro@habitatdane.org.
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